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Statement 

UW System President Thompson statement on proposed 
JCRAR resolution 
 

MADISON, Wis.—University of Wisconsin System President Tommy Thompson issued this statement today 
regarding a proposed resolution by the state’s Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules: 

 
“From day one when I started as President of the UW System, the health and safety of our students, faculty, 
and staff during a global pandemic has been our top priority and responsibility. Given my experience as a 
former United States Health and Human Services Secretary, I know the biggest threat to in-person classes 
this fall would be actions that strip the UW System of the tools it has so successfully used to date to address 
outbreaks and reduce the spread of COVID-19. Just as we have this past year, the UW System will continue 
to use its authority to take nimble and reasonable steps that enable us to keep our campuses open for the 
education students need, parents expect, and Wisconsin deserves.” 

  

### 
 

The University of Wisconsin System serves approximately 165,000 students. Awarding nearly 37,000 degrees 
annually, the UW System is Wisconsin’s talent pipeline, putting graduates in position to increase their earning 
power, contribute to their communities, and make Wisconsin a better place to live. Nearly 90 percent of in-state 
UW System graduates stay in Wisconsin five years after earning a degree. The UW System provides a 23:1 return on 
state investment. UW System institutions also contribute to the richness of Wisconsin’s culture and economy with 
groundbreaking research, new companies and patents, and boundless creative intellectual energy. 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: 

Mark Pitsch 
UW System 
608-265-3419, mpitsch@uwsa.edu 
universityrelations@uwsa.edu 
 

 


